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EXPLANATION OF TERMS USED

MOD AASHTO - Measurement of ground compaction
MPa - Measurement of strength
PLINTH - The walls from the top of the foundation to floor level

PURLIN OR RAFTER BEAM Structural roof timber used instead of a roof truss

¥

SARBS - South African Bureau of Standards
THRESHOLD - The floor where it runs under an outside door
WATER PENETRATION - Raimwater coming through the outside walls



Clear the site of all loose soil, grass, rubbish etc over the area of the house + 1,5m all
around

Foundation trench for an outside wall must be at least 300mm deep and 600mm wide
Ifthe ground is sloping the bottom of the foundation trench must be level and step down
so that the minimum depth below ground level is 300mm. The steps should be the same
size as the bricks/blocks that are being used for the plinth

The concrete in the foundation trench must be at least 200mm deep and a minimum
strength of 10MPa (i.e. 5 parts concrete stone, 4 parts river sand, | part cement, 1 part

water)

The river sand, concrete stone and cement for the concrete should be mixed before the
water 18 added, the concrete should be placed in pesition within 30 minutes of mixing.

In stepped foundations the concrete in the step above must overlap the step below by at
feast 200mm

The bricks/blocks in the plinth must have brickforce every course, if hollow bricks/blocks
are used the hollows must be filled with conerete or dagga.

The top of the plinth must be at least 150mm above the surrounding ground.

The fill inside the plinth must be of good quality material and be compacted to 90% Mod
AASHTO in layers not deeper than 100mm

The floar slab must be a minimum of 73mm thick and 10MPa strength mixed and placed
as for foundations. Tt must be smooth on top except where a screed will be laid.

Where an inside wall is going to run on top of the floor slab the slab must be thickened
to a total depth of 200mm x 400mm wide

Where plastic sheeting 1s required under a floor slab it must also be laid up the inside of
the plinth and on top of the plinth

Dampproof course must be laid under all walls and must be as wide as the walls
Dagga for bricks/blocks must be made up of 6 parts building sand, 1 part cement and |
part water. The sand and cement should be mixed before the water is added and the

dagga should be used within 1 hour of mixing.

Brickwork/Blockwork for inside and outside walls should be built up evenly not outside
walls first and inside walls later and not one part of the house first and the rest later

Brickforce must be laid in at least 3 courses of brickwork/bleckwork below the windows



and in every course above the windows and doors.
Where one length of brickforce meets another they must be securely tied together

Brickwork/Blockwork must be the following minimum thickness -

Qutside walls with suitable paint or Outside walls without pamt
similar to stop water penetration or similar to stop water penetration

Brickwork 110mm - flush pointed 180mm
Blockwork 1 10mm - flush pointed 140 mm + plaster cutside

Bricks must have a minimum strength of TMPa
Blocks must have a minimum strength of 3,5MPa

The maximum length of a wall without a pier or intersection is &6m
Internal walls must be a minimum thickness of 90mm and have brick force every 3 courses

Where an inside wall meets an outside wall it must not be built into it but most stop +-
10mm away. The brickforce must join inte the outside wall

Door frames must have their hugs bent out to line up with the brick/block courses. Where
hollow bricks/blocks are being used the hollows must be filled with dagga so that the lugs

are secure.

The gap between the bricke/blocks and the back of the frame must be filled with dagga as
the brickwork/blockwork is built up.

Frames must be braced whilst they are being built in

Be carsful that the correct size frame is used ie screed/no screed and that the metal is at
least 0,8mm thick

Qutside timber doorirames must be made from hardwood
Window frame lugs must be built in the same was as doorframe lugs

Lintels or bricks/blocks must be supported whilst they are built over window frames, they
must not rest on the top of the frame

Window frames must be made from metal at least 3mm thick
Describe all window furniture

Timber window frames must be made from hardwood
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